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such circumstances, Lothair held what in fact was a Iev6e,
or rather a drawing-room, when every person who pos-
sessed a ticket was permitted, and even invited and ex-
pected, to pass through the whole range of the state apart-
ments of Muriel Towers, and at the same time pay their
respects to, and make the acquaintance of, their ^rd.

Lothair stood with his chief friends near him, the ladies
however seated, and everyone passed : farmers and towns-
men and honest folk down to the stokers of the trains
from Grandchester, with whose presence St. Aldegonde
was much pleased, and whom he carefully addressed as
they passed by.

After this great reception they all dined in pavilions in
the park: one thousand tenantry by themselves and at a
fixed hour ; the miscellaneous multitude in a huge crimson
tent, very lofty, with many flags, and in which was served
a banquet that never stopped till sunset, so that in time all
might be satisfied ; the notables and deputations, with
the guests in the house, lunched in the armoury. It waa
a bright day, and there was unceasing music.

In the course of the afternoon, Lothair visited the
pavilions, where his health was proposed and pledged, in
the first by one of his tenants, and in the other by a work-
man, both orators of repute ; and he addressed and thanked
his friends. This immense multitude, orderly and joyous,
roamed about the parks and gardens, or danced on a plat-
form which the prescient experience of Mr. Giles had pro-
vided for them in a due locality, and whiled away the
pleasant hours, in expectation a little feverish of the im-
pending fireworks, which, there was a rumour, were to be
on a scale and in a style of which neither Grandchester nor
the county had any tradition.

* I remember your words at Blenheim,' said Lothair to
Theodora. * You cannot say the present party is founded
OK. the principle of exclusion.-'